
 
 

 
 

Interview with Mr. Polycarp Wekesa 
 
Andiswa (IB2 student): What does Africa Week mean to you, sir? And why do you think it's important to 
celebrate it? 
 
Mr Wekesa: Thanks Andiswa for that question. So, Africa week is very close to my heart. I have always 
been involved and I was one of the co-founders. It's an event that brings the entire community together, 
various constituents, students, staff, alumni and others. 
 
And what does it mean to me? For me the week has presented an opportunity for Waterford’s students to 
celebrate the diversity of their cultures across the continent. They've done so well through music, dance, 
poetry, visual arts, among others. It's also an important week for students to celebrate the continent, 
reflect on the past and the challenges that the continent has faced. The event helps us to think about the 
opportunities presented by the continent and there are lots of opportunities that Africa presents. 
 
Africa is said to be the youngest continent in the world with a median age of 19. If educated, empowered, 
that youthful demographic presents an amazing labor force that will help the continent grow, but if not, 
that could be a ticking time bomb for the continent. More importantly, Africa Week is one of the events on 
campus through which students are prepared for the leadership of the African continent and of the world, 
as stated in our Waterford mission. So, through this event, the college fulfills its historic mandate of 
laying the foundation for students to become future leaders, future global citizens who are empowered, 
who have the skills to lead, and the skills to navigate the challenges of the 21st century. 
 
Andiswa: Thank you sir. So, when you reflect on the whole of Africa Week from the moment it was 
initiated up until today, um, how do you feel Africa Week has grown over the years in comparison to 
when it first started and the preparations that are made for this year's Africa Week? 
 
Mr Wekesa: Good question! So, one major difference between the first African Week and the current, 
the staff was significantly involved in the management of the various events and activities. I knew every 
little detail that went into the planning of Africa Week, from sending the invitations, to crafting the theme 
for the Week, to the general planning of the event. One major difference you mention is the transition 
from being a staff, significantly staff driven to entirely student-led event. I have not participated much in 
the planning of this Africa Week. I was not involved in deciding what the theme was, but that just goes to 
show what the original aim was, to empower students to take leadership of events. And I think from what 
I have seen, students are doing a great job. Also, I think that Africa Week actually inspired other events 
on the campus. So after Africa Week, the following year, there was Asia Week and in the third year there 
was Africa Week, Asia Week and Europe Week; in the fourth year there was Africa week, Asia Week, 
Europe Week and the Americas Week. So, it was good to see that other students from other regions of 
the world were inspired to share their cultures with the rest. I have seen that a lot. Somebody mentioned 
that one of the most recent student leaders said Africa Week is global and is arguably the largest 
student-led event, and I see that students take interest in it in various ways, in wanting to participate in 
planning events, but also I've appreciated the way leadership is recruited, so the advertisement and the 
entire process that takes place in those 10 applicants, at least there might have been actually way more 
than that, probably 15 applicants and some very, very good students were selected. I'm happy to have 
seen the progress that the college has made. Now, it has become an important event, shall I say, one of 
the activities on the calendar for different reasons. 
 
Andiswa: What do you think has been the highlight of supervising this event over the years? 
 
Mr Wekesa: That's a tricky question. I think every year has been unique. I say that because I think you're 
trying to catch me on that because you want me to say which year was better than the other, but I'm 
trying to avoid that People described the first Africa Week as a high profile event; it involved people from 
other UWCs. Um, so one of the guests was the chair of the UWC International Board and the UWC 
Executive Director at the time. We had people from the African Union countries, the African Union 
Commission Trade and Industry Director. We had representation from COMESA, SADC, the Deputy 
Director and the Executive Director for SADC.  
 
We also had a diplomatic roundtable to which the then ambassador of the United States to Eswatini 
participated and the ambassador of the European Union delegation to Eswatini was a panelist. The 



ambassador of South Africa to Eswatini was a panelist, as well as the ambassador of Kenya and 
Lesotho. We had an Africa Week concert that was entirely student-led. And it was controversial because 
of the budget that it involved. I think it cost at least R200 000, bringing all these people from everywhere 
was expensive.  I was mentioning the African concert, which is the equivalent of what we call Africa Night 
now. At that time it was called African concert and we brought sound systems from House on Fire which 
cost about E15 000 to hire. That's it. It was very big and it was an event that announced the arrival of 
Africa Week on campus.  
 
In 2018 we had Mrs. Graca Machel and for a school student led event to have a high profile guest like 
that was so amazing. And following that in the year 2019, students came up with an amazing theme. You 
might remember, Young Africa: Educated, Empowered Unleashed., in which they explored the socio 
economic and political dynamics of Africa as a marginal youth demographic, within the context of a 
globalizing world, seeking to explore newfound tensions. The present day youth grew up in a different 
world. I never experienced colonialism myself. So the aim was to get students to think about such things. 
And this year’s Africa Week team, the highlight has been the leadership and the reorganization of the 
student leadership team. And I think it gives credibility to students' initiative. The planning with almost 
military precision is good and I’m been impressed by the leadership of the event and of the team.  
 
Andiswa: Oh! So, how do you think supervising this event and engaging with its discussions has 
possibly changed your view on Africa or influenced your views on Africa? 
 
Mr Wekesa: I've learnt a lot myself. Most of the time we think of since independence, but actually the 
history of Africa goes way beyond that. And so one of the things that I've just come to is an appreciation 
of what Africa was before the arrival of the colonialists and there were amazing leaders on the continent. 
For instance, now we talk about women empowerment but actually, if you look back into the history of 
Africa, there were Queens and they were powerful female. The rest of the world learnt the concept of 
women empowerment from Africa. Does that make sense? No one speaks about the powerful and 
dreaded military of a kingdom in Benin. No one talks about that. And there is, I forget the name, but the 
days of one of Africa's most powerful female leaders along Kenya’s coast called Mekatilili wa Menza, one 
even in Namibia that led resistance against the invasion of colonialists. Almost no one talks about these 
things. So for myself, I say that because I was not taught that history, which is another problem.  
 
So, that is one of the things that I've come to appreciate. But I've also come to appreciate the support 
that the event has been given by various departments in the school.  
 
Andiswa: When you reflect on Africa Week over the years, can you recall your favorite Africa Week or a 
theme that stood out to you or the guest speaker that was there, and how that impacted you? 
 
Mr Wekesa: The theme that stood out to me was Unscrambling Africa. So, we hear stories that, you 
know, Africa is a repository of many stories that we do not hear about and so Unscrambling Africa was 
an opportunity for us to broadcast those stories from what you might describe as a global stage. The 
scramble for Africa was not an isolated event. It had many external influences. So, it was an opportunity 
to show what this phrase, the expression, ‘scrambling for Africa’ hides. It was an opportunity to inspire 
young people to challenge young people or everybody who participated to resist against scrambling for 
Africa, the scramble for Africa.  
 
 
Mr Wekesa: I think there's a second part to that question? 
 
Andiswa: How did that impact you? 
 
Mr Wekesa: Yes, I appreciated Africa better.  
 
Andiswa: That brings us to the end of our interview. But before I let you go, I have a bonus question. So 
if you went to UWC Changshu China and you found out that they do not celebrate Africa Week, would 
you initiate it and why? 
 
Mr Wekesa: I'm thinking so.  I'm thinking about doing so. One of the questions I was asked about during 
my interviews was: what do I bring to UWC Changshu China? My answer was: an African flair. So, yes, I 
would like to do that. I think it adds value to what UWC is about.   
 
Andiswa: All right, thank you Sir.  
 
Mr Wekesa: It’s been a pleasure.  


